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Introduction 


Footwear protects the feet from thorns, sharp stones, slushy mud, sunny sand, uneven surfaces to provide a 
comfort and luxury for the activities of man (human being) like walking, running, jumping, climbing etc. The heel 
size is decided as per the trend in the market and popular choice. Durability and ornamentation are some of the 
aspect, which is looked into from the time of civilizations of man. 


The search for some of the ornamental and durable footwear led to the city of Kolhapur located in Maharashtra, 
India. As the name itself Kolhapuri Chappal originated from Kolhapur, which was especially made for the people 
of this place. Chappals of hard core for the farmers and fancy chappals for the office bearers in the courts of 

the king as per their need (of work- rough use) were made. It is believed that the artisans were encouraged in 
making varieties of chappals during the reign of Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur. For which artisan’s had tussle with 
themselves to find the ways in making best and variety of chappals for the king according the artisan, who runs 
chappal business since many generations. 


Chamar community does the hereditary occupation of tanning and leatherwork. Subash Nagar of Kolhapur is 
one of the main areas, where about 15-20 artisans together make the Kolhapur chappals. Chappals are usually flat 
with intricate patterns made of the buffalo/ cowhide as the base and fine goat leather for the plaited strips to 
decorate the upper portion. The cords used to stitch the chappals are usually made of the tail part of the buffalo/ 
cow leather for all chappals, but nowadays it is only done based on order, instead nylon threads are used. They 
are traditional chappals with a toe strap for strength, decorated with golden cords and leather braids with varie- 
ties of designs. 


ET . 
A vast range of kholhapuri chappal is at display along with the craftsmen. 
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Photographs of master craftsmen receiving award. 
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Thick Stitching is unique selling point in Kolhapuri 
chappal. 


Leather tanning is one of the most important 
processes. 


Chamar community is well known for hand crafted 
leather chappal. 
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In 18century, only people of higher class used kolhapuri 
chappal. 


Elegant patterns on chappal are one of the main 
attractions. 
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The sides of chappal are coated with color, 
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Work environment of the craftsmen. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Kolhapur the city located in the southern part of Maharashtra is very famous for their chappals. They are usu- 
ally open-toed chappals stitched with the tail of the buffalo hide and the thickness of the chappal that makes 
them durable. Tools usually used are for the basic operations of slicing, cutting and sewing of the leather. Differ- 
ent parts of animal hide are used for making various parts of the chappals. The good quality leather gives the 
chappal a longer duration of usage of the chappal. The improved manufacturing gives a result of better quality 
production. Also templates for sole, insole, half-sole, instep bar, toe ring strap, etc. 

Tools and Raw Materials used for Making of a chappal are: 

¢ Country Hammer: It is used for thumping the sole and foot-bed. 

¢ Punches: Punches for punching design and numbers. 

¢ Stamps: Stamps for stamping logo. 

 Rappi (Knife): The leathers are cut according to the required designs by using Rappi. 

¢ Asti (hammer): Metal hammer used for beating the leather. 

¢ Machine: Machine for cutting bubble or hirda. 

* Sewing Machine: It is used to stitch the braided parts on the patti’s of the chappal. 

¢ Chandini Punch (Star pogar): It is used to make a design. 

* Thodapaekapathi: Thodapaekapathi used to give wave effect or zigzag type of designs patterns. 

¢ Grinder: Grinder are used for smoothening the leather for finishing raw materials. 

¢ Palagana (Kargoti stone): Palagana helps to remove the outer hair of buffalo or cow hide. 


¢ Kurpa (hasiya) and Setall (aari): Thesel are also used as a knife for cutting leather. 


¢ Rubber Powder: Rubber Powder is used for sticking the leather. 
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* Wooden Sponge: The wooden sponge are dipped into the rubber solution and applied on the leather for past- 
ing. 


¢ Sisal Leaf (Cactus): Sisal Leaves are used to stitch the skin of the buffalo/cow during bag tanning process. 
¢ Nylon Threads: Nylon Threads are used to stitch the chappal according to the customers demand. 

¢ Broom: Broom is used to clean the working area where leather is placed. 

¢ Shoe Cream: It is used for polishing. 

Buffalo Leather: It is foremost raw material for making Kolhapuri chappal. 


¢ Seeds (vinchu) Tree: A particular type of seeds are kept in between two layers of sole, to make sound while 
walking. 


¢ Chunnna (lime stone): Chunnna are used for smoothening the leather in bag tanning process. 


¢ Red Color Flower: It is used to adorn the chappaal. 
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Coloring materials. 
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Decorated leather strips used in designer leather Myrobalan (hirda) pieces. 


chappal. 
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Nylon threads used for stitching. 


(1) Screwdriver to turn, drill holes in the leather. (2) Big 
Raapi to cut the thicker leather. (3) Hammer(Asti), (4) 
Bee wax for easy penetration of tools. (5) Kurpa for 
smoothening the leather surface. 


Unprocessed hide (Leather) of cow and buffalo. Babul tree bark. 
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Goat leather. 


Sisal Fiber. 
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mm 
Miller machine for grinding. Processed Leather. 
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Making Process 


Strap Making 


Leather Making 
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Chappal Making 


Making of the Chappal: 

The rough surface of leather is shaved till the smooth surface is obtained and as per the form of the slipper size 
of the tanned leather is cut. Face part of the skin is usually taken for the foot-bed of the chappal and the other 
parts of the leather for the sole part of the chappal. Other part which is thick (skin) is used for sole making by 
regularly beating (stamping) with the cobbler’s anvil (asti). Sole and the cut pattern pieces are stuck with the local 
adhesive (rubber solution) to stick with each part of the sole. Shoe cream, color (yellow or red) with little water 

is brushed in 3 stages to get yellowish or reddish color. The straps (side patti’s) are attached to the base part of 
the chappals, toe straps are attached and extra plaited straps for ornamentation purpose are done. Chappals are 
dried in diffused sunlight for 30 minutes. 


dan 8 


Leather is socked in water to make it soft. 
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Brush is used for better cleaning. Outer layer containing hair is removed. 
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Side strap is glued to the footbed. Depending on the marking, the sole is cut. 
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Heel of chappal is separately glued to the chappal. 


<= d 
Generally, sole is made up of cow/ buffalo leather. 


Another layer of leather is added to the sole and The sole is allowed to set for about 30 minutes. 


hammered to fix them permanently. 
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Cobbler needle is dipped in bee wax to easy 
penetration. 
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: 


Nylon thread is used for stitching because of its Color powder and water is mixed together. 


durability. 
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Color and cream mixture is applied as s 


econd coat. 


Chamak (finishing) polish is applied. 
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Marking helps in the insertion of straps. 
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Black color and kerosene is mixed and applied for other 
colors. 
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NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: —_ : = — — 

http://www.dsource.in/resource/kolhapuri-chappal/ s. as PO go’ ee : = Sry Nae ve. 
. . 7 « 4 ’ *.* ‘ 7  * 

making-process/leather-making a ee ttt , : x ee 


1. Introduction 
2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Making Process 
3.1. Chappal Making 
3.2. Leather Making 
3.3. Strap Making 
4. Products 
5. Panaroma View 
6. Video 
7. Contact Details 


| 


: 


t 


so Pusat Se 
The outer skin of the animal gathered for further treatment. 
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Hide of buffalo/Cow is soaked in the solution of lime 
and salt (calcium chloride) for four days, to make soft 
and to remove impurities. 


Hirada (Myrobalan Fruits) is cut into smaller pieces Impurities are removed. 
using miller machine. 
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Generally, the 


ty > 


i é of cow/buffalois 3 feet in width and 


4 feet in length. 


The mixture of Hirada and babul is poured into the bag 
locally and also contains medicinal property. shaped hide and kept for 7 to 8 days. 
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7. Contact Details Solution from the bag is collected in the pit below Hide is dried on the bed of babul and hirda to remove 


leaving only the pieces of babul and hirda. germs left from the above process. 
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Dried leather is stored in at room temperature. 
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Strap Making 


The side patti’s of the chappal goat leather is preferred as it can be curved to any shape. The skin of the sheep are 
further cut into thin strips and plaited which is later fixed on the side strap and kept aside for drying. Base of the 
chappal is usually stitched with skin part (hide of the buffalo/ cow) of the tail, nowadays it is stitched with nylon 
threads. 
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Strap of required size is cut and dried in sunlight. 
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Processed goat hide is cut into required length. 


of leather is added 


Depending on the thickness, layers 
and hammered. 
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Patterns are created by punching. 
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Strips of leather is glued to the strap and hammered 
for permanent fix. 


Small cut piece of leather is added to the strap 
depending on the design. 


According to the design, excess leather trim 
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Set of different tools is used to create patterns on Machine stitching helps to fix all the design elements 
the leather strap. on the strap. 


PP oe oe Se ae 


Few specific patterns can only be found in men’s Strap is decorated and finalized by adding golden 
chappal. threads. 
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Different patterns of straps are created using thin Hole is made on the strip to knot. 
strips. 


Different types of patterns are made to capture Leather strips are glued to leather base. 
market. 
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Soft property of goat hide makes it easy to maneuver _ Strap is allowed to set for a day. 
and create patterns. 


, 


Straps undergo color treatment. Toe ring is added to the chappal base. 
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Strap are fixed to chappal base. 


Finished chappal is under inspection. 


be na 


Strap is nailed to the base. 
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Products 


The Kolhapur chappals are decorated with zari strips, or sponge (red color) to look more attractive and expensive 
which is usually worn in specially occasions like weddings and parties and low cost chappals are used for general 
purpose. Expensive chappal has more braids (up to 9). The products are available in standard sizes, which are also 
made as per the customer demand. Huge range of Kholapur chappal is available which starts from Rs 500 to Rs 
5000. Some of the other products made of the hides are purses, bags, and wallets etc. 


Below is the list of name of chappals based on designs for gents: 


e Kapsae 

* Korwnda 

e Paper Kapsae 

* Venivala Chappal 
* Poda Kapsae 

¢ Shahu Maharaj 

* Mogadi-Half Shoe 
* Maherban 

* Original-Kapse 


Name of chappals based on designs for ladies: 


* Banthe 

* Nachemaruie Chappal 
* Ladies Panchingpoda 
* Slipper Patavedi 

* Ladies Paper 

e Agutapata 

* Gadarpata 
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Kolhapuri Chappal of different style and colors. 


Kapsi design. 


Sys) 
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Sip e's 


B . Pe ae 


Kolhapur brown color chappal with braided strap. 


Special design for unisex. 
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Pudapatend design. 


Wheel press dokka pan pikki brown design. 
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Chappal stitched with the tail part of the cow/ 
buffalo hide. 
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Toe close and open chappal for unisex. | Kolhapuri chappal of small size can be used for display 
or can be used to make key chain. 
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Video 


Kolhapuri Chappal - Maharashtra 
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Kolhapuri Chappal 
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This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Divyadarshan C.S., 
Lija M. G., Vijay G. and Smitha S. at NID Campus, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with 
¢ Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You could write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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